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Chairman’s Chatter                                                                                      
Dear Members, 

As the eagle-eyed amongst you will have spotted, the above photo looks somewhat different from our May issue – proof 
indeed that Robin’s pleas for new society committee members certainly didn’t fall on deaf ears!  

On that note, my sincere thanks to Robin for his hard work, advice and continued support in handing over: truly 
appreciated, and it’s clear that same appreciation is shared by many of us, the vote of thanks and enthusiastic applause 
at our September AGM being a great measure of that. 

With the RB&WS kindly allowing the use of their refurbished lecture theatre for our AGM, it was excellent to see such a 
great turnout of members supporting yet another - albeit more formal - society event. I’m sure that we can all appreciate 
that it’s been impossible to sustain a full programme of society events and railway operating days over the last year 
particularly, yet – with your help and support – I’m sure we can look forward to better times, continued progress on 
society works and projects, and more social opportunities too. 

To that end, many thanks to all who volunteered for the Bath & West Country Festival over the August Bank Holiday, our 
largest public running event in two years. With splendid efforts both during the event and in the behind-the-scenes 
organising, we carried 4,303 passengers over three days, providing a much-needed boost to our society funds, and making 
good use of our new card payment technology.  

Whilst there were challenges as we all try to get back into the routine of running for such busy events, it’s to the credit of 
all concerned that the locomotives, rolling stock, railway infrastructure and grounds (not to mention the re-opened 
clubhouse kitchen with breakfast rolls!) were all ready, much to the enjoyment of all our visitors - the ‘ooohs’ and ‘aaahs’ 
generated by our new tunnel alone were quite something to behold! 

So, what’s next? The 2022 programme of Showground events has already been requested from the RB&WS, which will 
help determine several public running dates and society events - not least the return of the great gathering that is our 
Open Weekend - yet don’t forget to make a space in your diaries for the upcoming guest speaker talks, public and 
members’ running days, all coming in the next couple of months: dates can be found later in this issue.  

We mustn’t forget the continued Wednesday and Saturday working parties at the Showground: your regular opportunity 
to help maintain and improve our clubhouse and railway for the benefit of all… and have a good catch-up with tea and 
biscuits whilst doing so! I’ll promise to do my best to gather together and advertise ‘to do’ tasks and project works in 
future newsletters - including who to get in touch with - yet even if you just turn up at the Showground on those days 
then there’s always something to help with. 

Alternatively, why not provide an article for our newsletter, sharing with us your own projects, learning, travels or 
experiences? We’ve already seen a plethora of diverting and thought-provoking articles on various home and society 
projects happening during lockdown, yet I’m sure there are more stories out there to inspire your fellow members! Please 
send to the current editor, Janice White, at janiceapwhite@yahoo.com for inclusion in future issues. 

On that note, welcome to another bumper edition of the ESSMEE newsletter – long may it be so! 

Keep safe, and looking forward to seeing you at the Showground soon.        Tom Yardley 

Your committee this year: 

Chair  Tom Yardley Treasurer  Simon Neath 

Secretary Chris Kelly Membership Sec. Stuart Bond 

Committee members: Brian Wilson, Alan Bridger, David Hale and George White 

Please feel free to discuss ideas and projects with any of our committee. 
 

 

The track superintendent still has some work to do! 

ESSMEE Newsletter 
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Another method of making Wagon Buffer Stocks 

A while ago in the newsletter David Hale described making buffer stocks for a 5” 

wagon. His method used turned components soldered together in a rather elegant 

way. My method of making wagon components uses white metal as castings. It is a 

bit less elegant but does allow one to make any number of items until the mould 

wears out. The first photo shows a brass pattern which was turned to the size 

specified on the works drawing reduced to 5” scale. The core is a piece of 5mm dia. 

PTFE rod. The whole was set onto a slug of 

plasticine, placed in a styrene box and low 

melting point wax poured in to half way up the 

pattern. 

Once cooled the box was removed (one end was left loose and secured by masking 

tape) and the soft wax trimmed with a craft knife to ensure the pattern was exactly 

half exposed and clean.  The box was replaced and filler and riser patterns attached 

with super glue. RTV silicone rubber was mixed and 

poured into the box and allowed to set overnight.  Again, the box was removed, and 

the wax and plasticine carefully peeled away from the pattern which was carefully 

cleaned of any unwanted particles. Notches were cut in the edges to act as indexing for 

the next half and the pattern and surface sprayed with aerosol wax release agent. 

Another dollop of RTV filled the box to the top and was 

flattened of with a piece of silicone coated paper and a 

slab of metal until it set. The mould was then pulled 

apart (the release agent worked!) and the pattern 

removed. The PTFE rod was placed back in the mould 

which had been dusted with Talc using a soft brush. This prevents white metal sticking 

to the rubber. The casting goes like this: White Metal is melted in a flat ladle over a 

Bunsen burner and poured into the filler hole. The lead weights in the photo prevent the 

molten metal pushing the mould apart. Once metal is visible 

in both risers the pour is stopped. The assembly is left to cool 

for ten minutes. The mould is picked up and by gripping the hardened pouring lump with a 

pair of pliers and giving a twist the sprue breaks off from the casting and can be withdrawn. A 

small punch is used to push the riser sprues down until the casting is clear of the mould. The 

sprues are clipped off with electrical side cutters and the PTFE core slid out and replaced in 

the mould so the casting process can begin again. 

Castings were fettled with a coarse file and a bit of lathe work bored the centre hole to the correct size to accept the 

buffer shank and countersinking the outer end gave a pleasing profile.  

I produced the eight buffer stocks in about four hours, the mould is fine and good for many more. If anyone is 

interested, I would be glad to give them details of all the materials mentioned 

and where to get them.        Alan Bridger 

 

 



Looking Back    Life at the Showground in the beginning Full Steam Ahead! - Phase One (2004/5) 
 
Why was everyone smiling at 9.30 on a Saturday morning in November despite the 
seasonal gloom and the first very wet snow and sleet of winter? Because we really were 
– “at last” – starting our first work party at our new HQ at The Royal Bath & West of 
England Showground.  Everything finally came together in a few hectic days earlier in 
November and so on Saturday the 20th we formally took possession of the old 
Somerfield Building.  Then with great gusto, we set about the first day’s business of 
renovation and preparation for its new lease of life.   

 
 
Here is the ex-Somerfield building back in 2003. This 
picture would have been taken from where the gate to the 
platform entrance is now (looks a lot different).  
 
 
 
 

A team led by Stephen Wessel started to survey and set out Phase One of 
the tracks and sidings around the main building which, because of the very 
limited space, included a semi-viaduct overhanging one bank of the stream 
on the southern boundary.  The basic track plan had been designed by 
Richard Ellam who had also worked out how to do the dual gauge point-
work with the minimum of effort but maximum efficiency. He probably 
built the prototype in his own workshop and then out-shopped a lot of the 
mass production of components to members who make in their own time 
and with their own facilities. 
 

The main site which ESSMEE 
now occupies had been used 
for many purposes over the 
years.  As a result, the ground 
around the building became a 
quagmire in wet weather.  
Roger Cock and his faithful 
digger came to the rescue 
stripping off the top soil and 

then helping to lay several hundred tons of crushed concrete and ballast.  This was then consolidated with the loan of the 
Showground’s very heavy-duty diesel/hydraulic roller. 
 
As the weather improved, work started on laying the very first panels of the railway track running around the clubhouse 
and yard with a station passing loop and a link to the train shed.  Here and throughout the railway the track panels are 
laid on continuous concrete foundations rather than traditional ballast, 
thus giving maximum stability with minimum maintenance.  By May, 
with “Phase One” of the railway now complete, it was time for some 
test running.  The then Chairman’s new pride and joy – a second hand 
and somewhat battered Tinkerbell class 0-4-2 loco was duly steamed at 
the monthly meeting.  Despite the threatening rain clouds full of 
‘Somerset Sunshine’, all members had a great time experiencing their 
first proper rides on the soon-to-be-opened B&WR. 
 
Copy taken from old newsletters and various files/documents/pictures. Roy Lipscombe 

 
Alan Bridger has a number of redundant Compatible HP ink cartridges type 364. Free to any club member. 

See him at the showground or email alanwb@talktalk.net 

 
 



2021 GL5 AGM – Saracens Head, Lincolnshire 

It’s a long way from Somerset to Lincolnshire.   

Having recently hosted our friends from GL5 once again, recognising that most of them had travelled a long way 
to be with us at the Showground, and being a member of that Association, I felt obliged to make the trek east 
for the 2021 AGM, and to represent ESSMEE. 

I became aware of Saracens Head several years ago when details of events there were first featured in Turnout, 
the GL5 magazine. From what I originally read I imagined that the track there was on land adjacent to a public 
house.  In actual fact Saracens Head is the name of a very small village situated about ten miles from Boston.  
More about the track later. 

I left home at about 06.00 on the morning of Friday 27th July with car loaded with my Class 20, my driving truck, 
three wagons and two carriages.  When loading up the previous day I had left space for a 15xx and a further 
driving truck.  These belong to a fellow GL5 member Matt Fowles who lives in Cam near Dursley, 
Gloucestershire, and whom I had arranged to pick up enroute. 

The journey started well with weak early morning sunshine across the Poldens and then north up the M5. 
However, by the time I reached the outskirts of Bristol it had started to rain, lightly at first, but getting heavier.  
That was how it was to be for most of the onward journey.  When I arrived in Cam at about 07.45 Matt was 
uncertain as to whether he wanted to get wet loading his stock into the car.  Whilst we had a coffee, conditions 
worsened further, and Matt decided not to bother.  Departing Cam at 08.30, Matt guided me on the most direct 
route back onto the M5, and then acted as map reader for the remainder of our journey. Conditions on the 
motorway were absolutely dreadful.  Spray limited visibility to less than twenty-five metres, but most drivers 
ignored the dangers! 

Off the M5 south of Birmingham, onto the M42 to the M6 and then south for some way before turning east 
heading for Peterborough and the A17.  Weather conditions improved, but the roads became more twisty and 
something like those across the Somerset Levels where they have settled into the soft underlying ground. 

With only one quick stop to buy sandwiches for our lunch, we arrived at the track shortly before 12.30.  

Whist I un-loaded, Matt went off to volunteer to assist in one of the three yards.   

As soon as I was ready to run it was made known that all trains would be running to a timetable, collecting stock 
from one yard, running for about a half an hour, and then delivering the stock to a different yard.  Although this 
is normal when GL5 meet for their twice a year event at East Gilling in Yorkshire, running to a timetable had 
never been done here before.  Despite some doubts being expressed, the whole weekend ran smoothly with 
few problems. 

I was lucky to have two turns that afternoon, one of which I gave to Matt, and guess what, the rain had followed 
us.  By 16.30 most of us were rather wet but spirits were not dampened as we looked forward to a fish and chip 
supper on site. 
 
Some weeks prior to the event, Matt had made reservations for two rooms at the Travel-Lodge in Boston, so 
after our supper and a chat with old friends we departed to have a hot shower and get warmed up. 
 
The track at Saracens Head has been developed and is run by a group of around fifteen enthusiasts, all of whom 
were most welcoming and friendly, and could not do enough to satisfy every request. 
I learned that initially a basic circuit had been laid by one of the members in his orchard.  A passing motorist 
had noticed the track, and having enquired about who the owner might be, agreed to assist in running and 
maintaining the track.  This was the start of the “club”, and as others joined, the track was extended.  The owner 
took up the opportunity to purchase an adjoining parcel of land, allowing the main line to be doubled in length, 
and provides space for camping and caravans.   
Four years or so years ago, one of the members who already belonged to GL5 suggested that a GL5 event should 
be held there.  Sometime previously, GL5 members had manufactured a quantity of portable track mounted on 
plywood which could be easily erected for displays and exhibitions.  The Saracens Head group installed a point 



providing a link for the portable track, and the full potential of the site could be achieved.  Within a year of that 
first event, a permanent yard had been laid similar in size to the ESSMEE upper yard.  The name given to the 
yard is Roman Bank which relates to a feature in the locality.   

 
The main line takes the familiar form of a “dog bone” shape with 
this large yard at one end.  Driving in a clockwise direction away 
from the yard, the track curves right and begins a steady climb. 
Here it meets the returning track giving the appearance of a 
double main line. To the left is a small yard called Manor Sidings 
which is largely used to hold locos awaiting their turn.   

 

   Looking back towards Manor Sidings 

Continuing upwards 
the gradient changes, 
and is now downhill 

and bearing slowly right.  The track levels, and runs onto a long, very 
substantial bridge spanning the edge of a pond several feet below.  
Then the curve continues with a very-very long climb at 1/100 still 
curving until having reached the highest point it bears left and begins 
a steady descent with the loco yard now on the right, and another 
small yard called Pipwell Sidings to the left. 
 

Having passed Pipwell Sidings the track bears left, and following a short 
straight, trains are signalled to run straight on and then curve right towards 
Roman Bank, or to the right following a loop avoiding the yard thus 
completing a circuit.  Overall, this provides a very interesting, and 
challenging drive, especially with that long 1/100 climb.     
 
Saturday dawned bright but cold.  We made our way back to the track with 
a stop to buy sandwiches for breakfast and lunch.  Following a morning 
briefing we were each issued with details of our turns for the day, with 
running starting at 10.00.  Matt was happy to work in the yards all day, so I 
had four turns to cover in total.   
At 13.30 there was a temporary halt in proceedings when the A.G.M. was 
swiftly held, and by 14.30 we returned to the schedule. 
A couple of the trains I hauled were quite heavy, and the gradients around 
the track made the Class 20 work hard.  All went well until late afternoon 
when it became apparent that the batteries were beginning to fail.  I pulled 

into Manor Sidings and requested that my train should be taken over by 
another loco.  This was achieved with little delay, and the train went on its 
way to complete the turn.  I imagined that my running for the weekend was 

at an end as there was no electricity supply on site.  However, someone managed to arrange an extension lead 
from an adjacent property so a number of us availed ourselves of the facility, leaving our batteries on charge 
overnight.   
 
No fish and chip supper this evening. Instead, a barbecue had been organised. As it turned out it was more like 
a lavish feast with so much food available that there was a lot left over even after many had partaken of a 
second helping. Then there was a pudding to follow! Leaving the site as darkness began to fall, Matt and I 
returned to our rooms at the Travel-Lodge. 
 
On Sunday morning the weather was much more like summer, but as many of those attending wished to make 
an early departure, the timetable was restricted to the morning only.  My turn for the morning comprised:  
 

Roman Bank 

Looking back towards Pipwell 
Sidings. The up and down main 
lines are in the foreground. 



10.40 Off shed and travel to Pipwell Sidings to collect train 904, made up of 15 wagons (all unfitted). 
10.51 Depart Pipwell Sidings.  
11.10 Arrive Roman Bank and terminate. 
11.15 Depart Roman Bank with train 905 - an oil tank train. 
11.35 Arrive Pipwell Sidings and terminate. Loco to Manor Sidings for disposal. 
 
In fact, since the Class 20 would not be required for a further turn I arranged to terminate at Roman Bank as 
there are a couple of short sidings there which can be used by “diesels”.  In addition, it is closer to the point for 
loading into road vehicles. 
 
Following a break for coffee and a sandwich, I began loading the car again in preparation for our departure.  We 
thanked our hosts, said our goodbyes, and departed Saracens Head at 13.30 for the long drive home. Without 
a further stop, I dropped Matt at his home in Cam, and arrived home myself at 20.30. 
 
Despite the distance, with a recorded 560 miles over the weekend, the event was most enjoyable. Meeting up 
with old friends, and making new ones I hope to pay a return visit sometime in the future, but not just yet. 
David Hale.  
 

Damage assessment and repairs - Carriage No. 15 Prince Charles Guards Carriage. 
 
Members involved with the inspection of damage and repairs 
required. 
Saturday 17th July 2021: Roy Lipscombe, Roy Procter, Chris Ede 
 

After the accident and derailment of Wednesday 14th July 2021 
(recorded in accident records) it was found that one of the discs of 
the brakes on the lead bogie (No. 005) was so badly damaged which 
made it impossible to repair. Also, on the rear bogie (No. 006) it 
was found that one of the discs of the bakes on bogie was also so 
badly damaged which was also impossible to repair. 

 
 

Check: The main chassis of both bogies - no damage found. 
Check: The brake operating cylinders, the operating linkages and pipe work of both bogies - no damage found. 
Check: The wheels, flanges, axles and bearings on both bogies no damage found. 
 

A suggestion was put to Robin and committee members (those who were at ESSMEE on Saturday 17th July 
2021) that if the disc brake operating system for the two damaged discs was removed the two bogies could be 
replaced on the guard’s carriage and could be used. This would mean that a three-carriage train would have 
ten braked axles rather than the normal twelve which in our thoughts (the three members involved in the 
damage assessment) felt that this is an acceptable fix until a decision made at committee level as to what is to 
be done re the damaged items. 
 

This was approved by Robin and the committee members present. 
 

The two bogies replaced and all checks made as per the normal service instructions. The brake system was 
pressurized - no leeks found and the two remaining brakes working OK. The speedo reconnected and checked, 
working OK. The other two carriages that derailed checked; no damage found. 
 

The center carriage coupled to guard’s carriage brake system pressurized - no leeks found and all brakes 
working OK. The lead carriage coupled to the other two carriages brake system pressurized - no leeks found 
and all brakes working OK. 
 

It was reported to the Chairman that the three ESSMEE members felt that this rake of carriages were safe to 
run. Carriages returned to storage shed and battery put on charge.     Roy Lipscombe 
 



 

Memories of the 7¼ Gauge annual gathering and AGM 

We had some 70 locos attending Echills Wood Railway and 150 people on 

site. Difficult to pick out the highlights but this Mallard certainly took the 

biscuit and went well.  

My personal favourite 

was this V2 - a most 

attractive loco and it 

pulled a big load. 

 

I found this diesel which actually looks 

like one even though it has a cab big 

enough to sit in. 

 

This steam crane certainly looked the 

part going round. 

 

 

 

I was pleasantly surprised by the speed limit signs – 

nice, bright and simple 

There were also pockets of gnomes around the place 

which made for a bit of fun and interest, and two 

alligators! 

 

 

Certainly, lots of variety from massive engines to quite small, and I had to 

include this one from Lancashire and Yorkshire!  

Although there were 60 engines on the track at one stage there was very 

little queuing due to the many sidings and 1½ miles of track all at 7¼ gauge. I 

can certainly recommend a visit at one of their open days.  

                        The tunnel entrance was interesting with identical portals for the two tracks. 

A busy main station showing four platforms  

and colourful lights on the canopy. 

                                                                  Nice finials on the signals! 

 

Next year the society is off to Belgium and visiting “Le Petit 

Train A Vapeur de Foret” 2.2 Kilometres off track in Brussel. The 

great thing about these gatherings is the interesting people you meet and the wide variety of 

interests the people have. Some people are even thinking of taking their engines to Brussels or just themselves to other 

tracks on the continent even going as far as Switzerland.    

George White, 7 ¼” Gauge Society Committee Member  

 



An exciting opportunity… 
We are looking for a person to become editor of our newsletter. It’s an interesting occupation, collating the articles sent 
in by members perhaps five or six times a year – so not too onerous. If you feel you would like to volunteer for this 
important role (no renumeration though) please come forward and talk to any of the committee members or meet 
Janice White, who will be happy to show how she has approached it over the years. Don’t be shy – give it a try. 
 

Addendum to Training Scheme.   August 2021   This should be read by all P.I.C.’s, Drivers and Guards. 
 

Shortly after the completion of all aspects of the initial training covered in this Training Scheme, emergency lighting was 
installed in the tunnel.  This comprises a series of lights on the western side of the tunnel, hidden beneath the waist 
height steel beam.  The lights are powered by a battery, which is itself solar powered. 
At the start of each day when trains are being operated to carry members of the public, the P.I.C. must ensure that the 
main switch on the battery is turned “on”.   
This will cause three equally spaced small red lights to be illuminated along the length of the tunnel, each indicating the 
position of an on/off switch.  Operating any of these switches will cause the emergency lights to be illuminated. 
Similarly, operating any of the switches will cause the lights to be extinguished.  
The switch key is stored in the main safe in the clubhouse. 
 

Emergency procedure. 
If for any reason a train comes to a halt in the tunnel, the GUARD must leave his/her seat and switch on the emergency 
lights using the nearest available switch. 
The GUARD must then protect the rear of the train from any following train, and should contact the P.I.C. by radio 

providing as much information as possible. 
The P.I.C. must ensure that the SIGNALMEN are advised of the situation. 
The DRIVER should ask the passengers to de-train and guide them to the closest exit from the tunnel.   
This could in fact be the entrance and will therefore be behind the train. 
The passengers should be asked to remain safely outside the tunnel. 
If possible, the DRIVER and GUARD should endeavour to rectify the problem, but if this is beyond their ability, the 
GUARD should again contact the P.I.C. to request assistance. 
If the problem can be rectified by DRIVER and GUARD or with the additional assistance within a reasonable time, the 
passengers can be invited to return to the train, which can then proceed once the GUARD has switched off the 
emergency lighting. 
 

If, however, it appears that rectification of the problem may take an extended time, the DRIVER should remain with the 
train whilst the GUARD should escort the passengers on foot, returning to the station where they may be offered ride 
on a later train, or a refund of the fare they originally paid, if they would prefer.                    David Hale 
 

 to our new members                           Richard Oates, Matt Cornbourough and Richard Needle. 

An enjoyable day out!            Thanks to David and Christine Hale for hosting a day on their lovely garden track. 



Wells Railway Fraternity Visit (Railwells) 
A visit was held on what was supposed to be a very wet Saturday this August at the club. We had 19 visitors and after 
what was a very wet start, with thoughts of having to change the planned programme, the clouds parted and we were 
able to proceed as planned. 
 
We split our guests into groups and we helped them participate in preparing the railway for public running. 
 
Each group had a team leader: Tony preparing Mendip, Roy Lipscombe advising how we prepare the rolling stock, Roy 
Proctor driving Centaur, Brian Wilson driving and explaining about Shepton, Michael Brown showing the wizardry of the 
signal box and Gavin Lang with David Hale showing them the 5” yard. Robin Duijs took them on a tour of our facilities, 
showing both some of his 5” wagons and our Black 5 project. 
 
This was the first visit we have completed hosting another club and it was very much enjoyed by them and us. A big 
thank you to everyone who helped make this such a success. 
 
If you belong to another club and, after reading this, would like to visit us then please contact info@essmee.org.uk and 
we would be pleased to hear from you.  Chris Kelly 
 

A visit to Stephen Wessel’s garden 
 
Eleven ESSMEE members enjoyed a very pleasant 
afternoon at Stephen Wessel’s garden track on Thursday 
15th July. Robin Duijs arrived with his Great Western 
railcar, and Mike Malleson had his AME Neptune, while 
Stephen fired up a steam loco.  A good time was had by 
all! 
 

Many thanks to Stephen and Jinny 
for their hospitality. Their fabulous 
garden and exciting track are 
always much admired - and such 
fun.   Anne Malleson  
 
 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
September 29th Come and meet us – welcoming anyone who is interested to come and look 

around and chat to members 
October 6th  Bath & West Dairy Show NO ACCESS TO SHOWGROUND 
October 9th  5” Running Day 
October 10th  Toy and Train Fair – public running – can you help? 
October 16th  Talk by Bernard North - Boilers, an in-depth study - 2pm 
October 30th  Westfest - NO EVENING ACCESS TO SHOWGROUND 
November 6th Driver Experience Day 
November 11th Talk by Simon Bowditch - 15" gauge railways - a history: from early years to the 

1950s - 2pm 

Please send in your interesting articles and photos to share with everyone in the next newsletter. 

Remember our website!      essmee.org.uk 

Thanks to our contributors:            Roy Lipscombe, David Hale, Alan Bridger, Tom Yardley, George White,  

Brian Wilson, Chris Kelly, Anne Malleson, Stuart Bond 


