
 

 

 

Chairman’s Corner              September 2018 

The Truck  Fest ran like  clockwork over the  1st  and  2nd  September, ably organised and run by George 
White. A big thank you, George. 
 
We had an almost record number of rides, and the Club is £2,300 better off, so we can see how important 
it is for us to be involved. For the first time this year we ran with a four coach train, which was very 
successful. It was an amazing sight to see so many enormous tractor units draw up on the Showground - 
over 300 – in showroom condition, some highly decorated.  Just what they have cost to buy, paint and run I 
shudder to think! 
 
Our next big event will be the Ground Level 5 event. Calling all 5 Inchers - see you there!      Robin Duys    
 

Peter Hibberd  
Sadly, we must report that Peter Hibberd passed away recently. A group of 
ESSMEE members went to his funeral at Yeovil Crematorium, which was well 
attended, to celebrate his life in all things mechanical. We remember him with 
fondness and wish his family well for the future.                                                                                          

BRISTOL MODEL ENGINEERING AND MODEL MAKING EXHIBITION 2018 

This year’s Bristol Exhibition 
has come and gone and winter 
is coming!  

With all the uncertainty 
surrounding the Bristol Society, 
and Ashton Court in particular, 
the 2018 exhibition could 
possibly be the last.  But it is not 
just the future of Ashton Court 
that is causing concern.  The 
number of traders attending 
this year’s exhibition was 
noticeable reduced as they 
attempt to justify the expense 
of attending the numerous 
national exhibitions our hobby 
attempts to support.  Increased costs from all directions are taking their toll.  Whether or not it was the 
increase of available space at Thornbury this year, the number of visitors also seemed to be less.  Friday was 
good as this is the day favoured by model engineers but, in my view, the ‘general public’ on Saturday and 
Sunday seemed well down on previous years.  Time will tell. 

Despite my apprehension regarding our own support this year, my fears proved to be unfounded.  We 
managed a good display, with Roger H-C’s Garrett, or at least a third of it, and David Tompkins ‘Newmobile’ 
we generated a fair degree of interest. My thanks to all members who managed to support the event. 

ESSMEE Newsletter 



Some of the 
photographs 
taken at the 
exhibition are 
reproduced here 
with the 
remainder on the 
club computer at 
Shepton  

 

David Tompkin’s ‘Newmobile’                                                                     Roger H-C’s Garrett 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 Broad gauge loco similar to Roger H-C’s                                                                       ‘Best in Show’, a 3” Fowler 

 

 

 

 

          

 

No Bristol exhibition would be complete without a contribution from Stephen Wessel, this is his part built E.N.V. V8 

aero engine, exquisite.                                                Stuart Bond   

I know an elephant who refused to travel by train because he didn't want to leave his trunk in the baggage car. 

Open Weekend, 6th & 7th October. 
  
We now have over 30 bookings for the Open Weekend, but still somewhat short of the numbers we had in 
April and last October, so we are hoping for more “late arrivals”. 
 
However, there will be a good variety of both locos and tractions engines, as well as Richard Knott’s steam 
car. As last October, the barbecue is proving to be a popular attraction, and no doubt there will be a 
number of locos taking part in the evening run before we shut down on the Saturday night. 
 
It is always good to have as many ESSMEE members as possible coming along – to enjoy the company of 
our visitors as well as helping to keep things running smoothly over the weekend. Any offers of help will be 
gratefully received!              Mike & Anne Malleson 
A train track and a motorway walk into a bar. The train track says "A pint for me, please, and one for the road". 



New Garden Equipment Tool Store 

Your committee’s efforts to tidy up the club house and storage 
areas is now well under way and thanks go to members who 
have helped in this process. A significant amount of unused and 
unwanted items have been removed to release much needed 
space. Robert Oram will be bringing his tractor with a flatbed 
trailer on Wednesday 5th September to take away scrap timber 
and fencing panels from behind at the side of the welding shed. 

As you may have seen, a tool shed has been purchased and 
erected as a temporary store for hand tools currently stored in the carriage shed. The need for this has 
arisen to accommodate the new elevated carriage storage facility to be built above the present storage 
bays used for the two sit astride carriage sets. Access will be restricted to the places where the tools are 
presently stored, and in order retain ease of access the storage shed was seen as the best option until 
more permanent arrangements can be made.  

It is also planned to move the hand driven mower and strimmer, and the new hand held strimmer into this 
shed. This will allow the tidying of the current wood shed which itself is in a poor state of repair.             
Brian Wilson 

Which years were these photographs taken? 

Thanks to Richard Ashdown for these photos from the archives (well, his computer actually). 

 

For Sale 
I have finally decided that I am not going to complete the 5” gauge Springbok loco that I have been making 
and wish to pass it on to someone who would like to take it on. Price is for discussion. At my age I doubt 
that I can now devote the amount of time required for completion. The chassis has been assembled and 
painted. The wheels are mounted with the side rods and they go round! The cylinders are complete and 

trial mounted. Much of the 
valve gear motion has been 
made. The copper boiler 
has just passed its X2 WP 
shell test and all the boiler 
fittings are available. The 
smoke box and saddle 
enable to boiler to be trial 
mounted. All drawings and 
castings are included for 
completion.       
Contact Roy Procter if 
interested. 



For sale  I have decided to sell my 7 1/4in Gauge Warship Class 42 Diesel “Centaur” to raise funds for my 
next project.( A steamer!) I completed D808 ‘Centaur' about 18 months ago and many of you will have 
seen it doing sterling work on public running. It has 4 X  1hp motors with all chain drive to all wheels. There 
are 4 X 75AH batteries and a sound system together with separate hooters. The special 2 seater driving car 
that has a battery monitor, speedometer and is equipped to operate the train air brakes is included. Price 
£8,750   

 
The club track saw a new 
locomotive get its first 
airing on Saturday 1st 
August. This is a 7 ¼ “ 
gauge Class 14 “Teddy 
Bear” diesel completed 
from a Phoenix set of parts 
by Roy Procter. It looked a 
fine job with it good detail 
and paint job. It was run 
round the clubhouse, 
made one circuit of the 

main line and seemed to have plenty of GO. It has 2 X 1HP motors and all chain drive to the jackshaft. The 
side rods take the drive to the wheels. The sound system installed makes diesel engine noises but needs 
refinement Roy thinks.  
 
Having just completed a Class 14 Teddy Bear 0-6-0 diesel and test run it, I now have two electric diesels and 
I only want to keep one! So if anyone is interested in purchasing TB, I will sell it and keep “Centaur”. Please 
contact me. Roy Procter 
Never liked the troll who lives under the local railway bridge. He's my arch enemy. 

GL5 Event at ESSMEE 
 
ESSMEE looks forward again to welcoming members of GL5MLA to their track for the weekend of 21st to 
23rd September 2018. 

The track comprises an interesting and challenging half mile main line with access from two interconnected 
five inch gauge shunting yards. 

The Showgound offers extensive space for camping and caravans, with electric hook ups if requested, and 
with toilets and showers adjacent to our main building.  Arrangements have been made for secure storage 
of locos and stock adjacent to the upper yard, with provision for the charging of batteries of electric locos. 

Those GL5 members who wish to extend their visit will be welcome to arrive from and including 
Wednesday 19th, and may remain on site until Monday 24th September.   

It would be appreciated if you could provide notice of your intention to attend, to David Hal. 

Please note that the event is specifically for members of GL5MLA but members of other clubs/societies 
may attend as spectators.  Please do not forget your boiler test certificates. 

To date I have received ten confirmations indicating that they will be attending with a variety of 
locomotives, both steam and diesel (electric), around 47 waggons, and in most cases wives. 
 
ESSMEE members will of course be encouraged to take part and will hopefully feel able to assist in running 
the weekend. Whilst I do not anticipate ESSMEE providing general catering, any cakes/biscuits would be 
appreciated for coffee/tea breaks.  Thank you all in anticipation.                    David Hale 
Got a couple of railway buffers going cheap. It was an end of line sale. 



Maxine Irvine’s Visit 

The reporter from Mid Somerset News group had a thoroughly good day! Thanks to everyone who 
helped to make it a success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Two drunks were stumbling home (illegally, of course) along a pair of railway tracks. The first drunk complains 

"There's a heck of a lot of steps here." 

 

The second drunk replies, "I'll tell you what's worse, this hand rail is bl***y low down." 



Truck fest   

This was back with us again after a 
short break. Good news is that it has 
now a contract for another three 
years, enormous numbers of trucks 
in all sorts of shapes and sizes and if 
ever we need a crane!  We managed 
to pull some 1200 passengers over 
the two days.  

On the Saturday we used Mendip to 
pull a four-carriage train which 
worked very successfully.  On the 
Sunday St Leonard got jealous and 
also took a four carriage train as well 

as Mendip. This worked really well especially as we had 
no signals that day. 

We may do this more often but parking is a bit short. 
Have a look at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dn4yo9Q2KU0  
for a video of Mr and Mrs Wilson in charge of a train. 

 
 
 
Time for a spot of guard training with John. 
 
 
Specification of pipes for Engineers. Thanks to David Hale 
1. All pipe is to be made of a hole surrounded by metal or plastic centred around the hole. 
2. All pipe is to be hollow throughout the entire length - the hole must not be of a different length from that of 
the pipe. 
3. The I.D. (Inside Diameter) of all pipe must not exceed the O.D. (Outside Diameter), otherwise the hole will be 
on the outside. 
4. All pipe should have nothing in the hole so that water, steam, or other stuff can be put inside at a later date. 
5. All pipe should be supplied without rust. This can be more readily applied at the job site. NOTE: Some 
vendors can supply pre-rusted pipes.  If available in your area, this type is recommended as it will save a lot of time 
on the job. 
6. All pipe over 500ft. (150m) long should have the words "LONG PIPE" clearly painted on each side and each 
end, so that contractors will know it is a long pipe. 
7. All pipe over 2 miles (3.2km.) long should also have the words "LONG PIPE" painted in the middle so that the 
contractor will not have to walk the whole length of the pipe to determine if it is a long pipe or a short pipe. 
8. All pipe over 6ft. (1.83m.) diameter must have the words "LARGE PIPE" painted on it so that the contractor 
will not mistake it for a small pipe. 
9. Flanges must be used on all pipes. Flanges must have holes for bolts quite separate from the hole in the 
middle. 
10. When ordering 90 or 30 deg. elbows, be sure to specify whether left handed or right handed otherwise you 
will end up going the wrong way. 
11. Be sure to specify whether you want level, uphill or downhill pipe. If you use downhill pipe when you are  
going uphill, the water will flow the wrong way. 
12. All couplings should have either right hand or left hand threads, otherwise, as the coupling is being screwed 
on one pipe, it will be unscrewed from the other. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dn4yo9Q2KU0


13. All pipes shorter than 1/8th inch (3mm.) are very uneconomical in use requiring many joints. They are 
generally known as washers. 
14. Joints in pipes for carrying water must be watertight. Those in pipes for carrying air need only be airtight. 
15. Lengths of pipe may be welded or soldered together. These methods are not recommended for concrete or 
earthenware pipes. 
16. Other materials are often confused with pipes. These include conduit, tube, drain and tunnel. Use only 
genuine pipes. 
17. In Scotland, pipes are used in an unusual way. These are not approved in engineering circles. 

 
 
 
 

Forthcoming events:   
September 8th - 9th Motorhome Show public running 

September 14th-16th 7 ¼ Society AGM, in Perth! 

September 20th Steam up and fish and chips supper at the showground 

September 21st-23rd GL5 Society Weekend visit 

October 6th-7th Open Weekend 

October 18th – 21st  Midlands Model Engineering Exhibition Warwickshire Event Centre 

October 18th  Visit to Gordon Fry’s West End Garage, Bruton 

October 27th-28th NO ACCESS TO CLUB 

FOR SALE. 

I have been asked by Helen Hibberd to deal with the sale of Peter’s loco, a 0-6-0 Romulus.  The first boiler test was 
undertaken in 2008, and the most recent was in April 2017, carried out at ESSMEE by Roy Procter. 

When Peter acquired the loco the purchase price was £13500, and it is Helen's wish that it should be sold, and used 
by the purchaser. In the first instance the loco is being offered to any member of ESSMEE who might be interested, 
after which it will be more widely advertised. 

If you wish to make an offer, please make contact with me, and I will relay the information to Helen. I do not 
anticipate being at the showground until 19th September, but can be contacted by email at 
d.hale254@btinternet.com  PLEASE NOTE - This is a private sale. I am acting on behalf of Helen, and the Society is in 
no way involved. 

Newsletter articles 
Have you been somewhere interesting, can you report on a project, or can you tell us about the club 
projects? Send it all to janiceapwhite@yahoo.com 
 
The Computer. Thanks to David Hale 
 
Eye halve a spelling chequer 
It came with my pea sea 
It plainly marques four my revue 
Miss steaks eye kin not sea. 
 
Eye strike a key and type a word 
And weight for it two say 
Weather eye am wrong  oar write 
It shows me strait a weigh. 

As soon as a mist ache is maid 
It nose bee fore two long 
And eye can put the error rite 
Its rare lea ever wrong. 
 
Eye have run this poem threw it 
I am shore you pleased to no 
Its letter perfect awl the weigh 
My chequer tolled me sew.

 

Don’t forget that if you use the Amazon website our society can 
benefit financially. Just go through the link at the bottom of our 

homepage on the website each time you shop.  

http://www.essmee.org.uk/ 
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