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Chairman’s Chatter 
 

The Summer has flown by and we are now looking towards the autumn and its fruits of our hard work and of 
the exciting work to come, for an example a Tunnel, and how it will change the railway. 
 
Those of us who came to the GL5 weekend would have seen the most wonderful sight of the longest coal train 
ever!     And a Britannia class Loco pulling a rake of 9 scale size, Pullman Coaches, all a genuine Golden Arrow 
Southern Service train, flags, arrows and all.  As you all know, I have a liking for the GWR.  I have to say that as 
I grew up on the Southern Railway, as it was in those days in East Kent, it brought many, many memories 
back, but in my Loco spotting days, they were all “Spam Cans” - for those ignorant folk, Battle of Britain 
Pacifics. And I managed to ‘cop a footplate ride’ on ALL of them, and on the main line! 
 
The Royal Bath and West Show was, as ever, hard work, but worth it as we are at our very best.   All club 
members come and give their time and energies, and we are a great success, not only for our visitors but for 
the funding of the club to lubricate our hobby for the coming year. 
 
But, as we now know, that was the last four-day B&W Show and next year we will be on three days from now 
on!   Hurray I hear you shout, but!    That means we will be down by possibly 15% on our income!    And with 
rising costs, inflation etc. gnawing at our bank balance, how will we cope? 
 
Well, we have got to think outside the box and attract more folk to come to the railway.  How about more 
Driver Training Days, more Open Days, for example    A Christmas “Come and Meet Father Christmas” in the 
Ticket Office, and have a ride?    An Easter Bunny and egg ride?  A mid-summer Sun and Sunshine Day by the 
lake?   Yes, I can hear you all growling in horror, but think about it; if we had one bad day through rain at the 
B&W Show on a three day show, on the remaining two days we could not earn enough money to sustain our 
railway as we know it today! 
 
So, your Committee will be discussing all possible ways of earning extra income for the future, and don’t 
forget, we are a railway, and most railways run! Just think about the number of days when we do jobs, and 
more jobs etc… 
 
Please, if everyone stops just for a few moments and jots down ideas as to how we might bring money into 
our funds and lets any of the Committee members know, we can look into the ideas and see if they could 
work. 
 
I know our desire is to have fun and run the railway, but we must think as to how to ensure our future, and 
help it grow.                Robin Duys. 
 

Welcome to our new members!   

George Beresford-Jones, Joseph and his father John Widdall. We hope you enjoy joining in with 
all the activities. 
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A Miniature railway in Switzerland  

Towards the end of 2018, Christine, my Wife (and travel 
organiser), booked a holiday for July 2019 for us in 
Switzerland called the "Steam Six of Switzerland".  The 
holiday was centred on a small town about ten minutes by 
train from Lucerne, and based on visits to a number of 
mountain railways, plus cruises on Lake Lucerne.  

A short time before our departure from home in the 
second week of July I read of a 7-1/4" miniature railway 
near Lucerne.  A little research determined that it was 
situated in another small town, but in the opposite 
direction from the place where we were due to be 
staying.  Having seen pictures of the railway on the 

internet, and noting that prior to the Swiss school holidays the railway operated on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, it appeared that it might be worth a visit.  However, the itinerary for our holiday was very 
structured, and it seemed that a visit might prove difficult as there was to be little free time.  

After the first three action packed days of the holiday, a number of members in our group were feeling the 
pace, and suggested to our tour Manager that they would prefer to lose one day of visits in order to "do their 
own thing".  Following dinner on the Tuesday evening, the tour Manager asked how others felt about this 
idea, and we were happy to do as suggested since the free day was to be Wednesday. 

With the Swiss Travel Pass it is possible to use any form of 
public transport in the area, be it train, bus or boat which 
all operate within an integrated, generally efficient 
timetabled system. Thus, planning travel is relatively easy.  
Following breakfast on the Wednesday morning, Christine 
and I took the local train into Lucerne, and then had a 
leisurely morning cruise along Lake Lucerne to disembark 
at a town called Brunnen.  After lunch we then took the 
train back to Lucerne main station.  From there we took a 
local train to Rothenburg where the miniature railway was 
situated.  Now, alighting from the train in Rothenburg, as 
we didn't know the exact location of the railway, should 
we turn left or right?  The only information we had was 
that the railway was at the rear of an hotel called the Charnsmatt.  Enquiring of a couple of locals, they were 
not sure where it was but told us that there was a recreation area about a three kilometres to the left.  
Thinking this was promising, we set off walking on what was a very hot afternoon.  Fifteen minutes later the 
hotel came into view.  The whole area seemed to be a large sports complex, but we eventually found what we 

were looking for.  It was certainly worth the effort with an 
extensive track in a relatively small area.   Hopefully, the 
photographs here will give an idea of the complexity of 
the site.   

Initially I approached a lady selling tickets for the trains to 
ask who was in charge.  With her having no English and 
me having no German, communication was a total failure.  
I then spoke with one of the men running the trains, 
Christoph Schreck, and here, I was more successful.  I 
learned that the track had been in existence for almost 
forty years, and had been financed and was owned by the 
hotel.  However, it was operated totally by just thirty 



volunteers.  On this particular day, three trains were in 
service, the railway being run by the lady in the ticket office 
plus three men and a young lad who was learning to drive 
but appeared to be very competent.  

 I was invited to take a tour of their main facility - the 
roundhouse loco shed.  This was crammed with almost 
twenty locos including models of two UK prototypes, a 
Britannia and a Princess.  Although not in steam that day 
Christoph told me that they were very popular when in use.  
Most of the engines were privately owned, but one of the 
club locos was most interesting being equipped to operate 
on a rack and pinion section of the track which in part had a 
gradient of about thirty degrees.   

Outside, there was a smart station area with provision for picnics.  A second building provided additional loco 
storage, and maintenance, whilst storage for passenger wagons was achieved using large diameter concrete 
pipes. 

As already mentioned, three trains were in use throughout our visit, and each was always fully loaded with 
passengers.  The railway is obviously a very popular attraction, and during school holidays, operates every 
day. 

Thank you to Christoph Schreck for showing me around Lilliputbahn. More information can be found at: 
https://www.lilliputbahncharnsmatt.ch                David Hale.      

 

Three Counties Miniature Railway 
 
Before we left Devon, Mike used a batch of the steel remaining from his blacksmithing days to make up a 5” 
gauge portable track. It comes to a total of 150ft in approx. in 5ft lengths. We decided not to mount the 
sections on boards because of the weight, but instead made blocks to support each joint, where the lengths 
are bolted together. In addition he made buffers which are mounted at each end. 

 
The track was put into storage on our son’s farm when we 
arrived in Wiltshire 4 years ago, but finally came into use in 
June this year. Our son Thomas is a key member of the 
Gillingham Imperial Silver Band, and when planning this year’s 
visit of GISB’s twin band from Germany he asked if we could run 
the track during their evening barbecue. The Village Hall where 
Thomas and his family live has a large car park with a suitable 
level length available, so the event was agreed (weather 

permitting). Since using a steam loco on such a track presents 
various problems, not least the necessity to fit a spark arrester 
for insurance purposes, we decided to invest in a “diesel” 
electric loco. Abbots Model Engineering offered a suitable 
engine – Neptune 4 – which was duly delivered (at 8 a.m. on a 
Saturday, from Telford!) a week before the planned first 
running.  
 Thankfully, we first tried out the loco at David Hale’s 
excellent garden track near Yeovil. Due to some confusion 
about the order of connecting things up a fuse was blown, which turned out not to be easily replaceable! 

https://www.lilliputbahncharnsmatt.ch/


However, with guidance from Peter at A.M.E. and the use 
of a tiny section of wire salvaged from an ancient 
photocopier many years ago, together with the ends of 2 
match sticks, the problem was solved to good effect. This 
just goes to prove why keeping EVERYTHING is such a good 
idea!!  
 With help from our daughter Claire and our 2 small 
grandsons, we set up the track and gave rides to a good 
number of people at the band get-together. The visitors 
were particularly impressed with Mike’s safety instructions 

spoken in German! It is quite hard work both setting up and dismantling the track, but 2 intelligent helpers 
can make all the difference. Neptune performed very well, hauling 6 adults without any trouble. 
 
After the success of our first track event, we offered to set it up 
at Mere Primary School sports and fete day on 5th July. There we 
had enough space to lay the complete track, and it was easier to 
level up on grass rather than a hard surface. It turned out to be 
one of the hottest days of the year so far, so we were somewhat 
baked, but we gave 80 rides, and it was much appreciated by all.  
 

We also offered to 
set up the track for a Village Day at Bourton, on the School field 
where our grandsons go. We could only lay out 85 feet there – on 
the run-up for the long jump – but it was nice and level. With help 
from Alan Bridger and Ian Dean, who lives locally and belongs to 
the Yeovil Club, we set up quickly and easily. Ian brought along his 
5” gauge Calidonian Railway ‘Dunalastair 1V’ for display, and it was 
much admired. The morning did not look promising, but the 
afternoon was ideal, 

and we gave over 120 rides, including a “special” for Blackmore 
Vale Brass – plus instruments. Neptune 4 performed well, 
hauling some quite heavy passenger loads.  
 
We will be looking for more suitable events from now on, but 
nothing too far away! In the meantime, we are improving the 
way we load and store the track in our trusty 40-year old trailer.       
Anne Malleson 
          

Ifor  
 

My Stafford, ‘Ifor’ was first steamed on 
Wednesday 31 July when it passed hydraulic & 
steam tests OK, I only managed a couple of 
circuits round the club house before losing fire 
and steam etc. and packing up. On Saturday ‘Ifor' 
was steamed again much more successfully and 
several circuits of the clubhouse were made by 
David Hale, Roger H-C and me. I am very pleased 
with the result as he runs very nicely when one 
gets the fire and pressure better organised! The 
injectors are a bit tricky to get working, but no         

doubt this is a matter of practice with these 
particular ones.  



 
Steam blew back into the lubricator which made an oily, watery mess. So Ifor is now back at home to sort 
things out. This will include removing the tank to ensure there is no debris therein. Cleaning both injectors , 
rectifying the blow back into the lubricator. I will reassemble and fit the whistle when it arrives. Then I hope 
that longer runs can be attempted once I feel confident in the injectors.  
 
And if you are wondering, ‘Ifor the Engine’ was a 
children’s story on TV in the1970’s. It was a crude 
animation by today’s standards narrated by the author 
in a loverly soft Welsh voice and absolutely loverly. Isis 
was the dragon that took refuge in Ifor’s firebox from 
time to time. In fact, he was hatched from the egg 
therein. M&LRTco is a small railway in the top left 
hand corner of Wales. It is the Meronith & Llanticilly 
Rail Transport co. and probably hides in the hills near 
Bangor!   
 
You can call up 'Ifor the engine' in google (for the books) or on youtube to see the videos. Highly 
recommended relaxation for an ancient engineer of any persuasion. There is Jones the steam (driver) and Di 
the station (master) and many others including Morgan the roundabout who gave Ifor a chime whistle to 
replace the single note one so that Ifor could sing in the choir! Which is why I have ordered a chime whistle 
and await delivery.     Roy Procter.     

 
Ground Level 5 Visit to ESSMEE, July 26th to 28th 2019 
 

Chairman of GL5 Ben Lyons' BR Class 2 with 
his rake of eight Pullman carriage 
 
What a difference a year makes! Many will 
remember September 2018 when members 
of GL5 visited us at the B&W Showground.  
The weather could hardly have been worse 
for all three days with high winds on the 
Friday, heavy rain late on the Saturday 
continuing into the Sunday morning followed 
by hot sun in the afternoon.  Despite this, 
they requested a return visit, and this year 

were blessed with hot, almost too hot weather for all three days.  In fac,t those who arrived on Wednesday 
24th visited Stephen Wessel the following day and found it to be uncomfortably hot despite the shade offered 
by the trees around the track. 
 
Whilst a number of our visitors were with us for all three days, in total 24 members of GL5 attended from all 
over the country for at least part of the weekend - not bad considering that the membership of GL5 is barely 
300 including international members.  They brought with them around 13 steam locos plus a number of 
electric diesel outline locos.  The standard of these models was extremely high with great attention to detail.  
The same can be said of the rolling stock, with just short of 100 wagons, and a rake of eight Pullman carriages.  
Through the glazed and curtained windows of these carriages could be seen the upholstered seating and 
tables complete with table lamps which are capable of being illuminated.  It was most impressive to see these 
carriages, hauled at different times by various main line locos providing a convincing portrayal of how railways 
used to be.  
 
Our visitors departed having had an enjoyable weekend, and will perhaps return again at some time in the 
future. 



Thank you to all ESSMEE members who contributed in any way to the success of the visit, and also of course 
to the ladies who produced cakes and other consumables.  Whilst there was no charge to the visitors who 
partook of these items, they made voluntary contributions amounting to almost £80.00 which has been 
forwarded to St. Margaret's Hospice in Yeovil.   In addition, as a token of appreciation for using our facilities 
ESSMEE has received a cheque for £100 from the GL5 Treasurer.                    David Hale.

 
    

 
 
 
 
 
               
 

 
          
 
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gordon Diment 

It was with great sadness that we 
heard of Gordon’s death. He was a 
kind and caring soul who enjoyed 
coming down to the showground 
to help. He was proud of his 5” 
wagons which he took a long time 
to design and was very proud of his 

handiwork. His greatest contribution to the club was gardening and 
he was most happy when either mowing the grass, (we miss this service of his very badly! ) 
But also, he was keen to plant and help to make the running area of the railway neat tidy and 
attractive with plants and flowers.  We enjoyed hearing about his bee hives and how proud 
he was of his honey. 

We miss his quiet friendly helpful fun, and of course the fruit and veg surpluses which he 
bought from home with the eggs which were always popular with the membership. 
A true and much missed member of Essmee. With much love to Jean and the family. 

Driver training 

Gavin, Adrian and Neil are willingly taking on driver training 
on Shepton. We are hoping to hold more of these sessions, 
but it does take time! They have walked the track to see 
where the dangers lie, then been shown the inner workings 
of Shepton and have driven on at least four occasions.  
 
The final test will be driving with someone not involved in 
their training and with the signals running. The group are 
starting learning on Mendip shortly and will spend at least 
two days training plus one with signals before being signed 
off. Well done to all of them.  

ESSMEE Website  https://essmee.org.uk  

Items for the newsletter: Let’s make the next one a bumper edition!  Send news, 
articles, photos to janiceapwhite@yahoo.com  

Events for your diary 

August 22nd - 26th  Great Dorset Steam Fair 

August 31st – Sept 1st Truckfest 

September 6th- 8th  7 ¼ Society AGM at Newport 

September 6th – 8th   Motorhome Show   

September 14th – 15th  N gauge show 

September 19th Steam up and fish and chip supper 

at the showground 

October 5th – 6th  Open Weekend at ESSMEE 

Volunteers needed for Truckfest and the Motorhome Show. 

Please let Roger know: essmee@rogerh-c.co.uk 

David Hale helps new member Ben 

Carter from Bath to get a steam 

certificate on his newly acquired 4 

inch scale Tasker traction Engine. 

Unfortunately, there were one or 
two small leaks to deal with but 
nothing serious - he will be back!  
 

https://essmee.org.uk/
mailto:janiceapwhite@yahoo.com

